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What river cruises offer

River cruising offers a completely different
way to explore the world combining the
comfort of a boutique hotel with ever-
changing scenery, immersive cultural

experiences and the ease of unpacking only
once. Unlike ocean cruising, river cruises travel
directly through the heart of cities, towns and

landscapes, allowing guests to experience
destinations up close and at a slower, more

relaxed pace.



From the fairy-tale castles of the Rhine to the
grand capitals along the Danube, river
cruising in Europe is one of the most

enriching and effortless ways to travel. Each
river offers its own unique character and

atmosphere. The Rhine is known for dramatic
scenery, vineyards and medieval villages,

while the Danube combines iconic cities such
as Vienna, Budapest and Bratislava with rich

history and culture. The Main and Moselle
rivers offer a quieter, more intimate

experience through Germany’s wine regions,
charming towns and rolling countryside.



Beyond Europe, river cruising opens the door to
extraordinary journeys around the world. The Nile
offers an unforgettable voyage through ancient
Egypt, sailing past temples, tombs and timeless

desert landscapes. The Mekong provides a deeply
cultural and authentic experience through

Vietnam and Cambodia, where floating markets,
local villages and ancient traditions bring

Southeast Asia to life. In North America, cruises
along the Columbia and Snake Rivers showcase
dramatic landscapes, wildlife, wineries and the

history of the Pacific Northwest.



River cruises are ideal for travellers
who enjoy culture, scenery, cuisine

and relaxed exploration. Most
itineraries include guided excursions,

regional dining and enriching
experiences, while ships are typically

smaller, more intimate and highly
service-focused. Whether you are

looking for luxury, adventure,
wellness, history or simply a more

relaxed way to travel, there is a river
cruise experience to suit every style of

traveller.



Overall Market Positioning

1. Uniworld / Scenic – Ultra Luxury

2. Tauck – Luxury Touring Focus

3. AmaWaterways – Premium Luxury

4. Viking / Avalon – Premium Mainstream

5. Emerald Cruises – Affordable Luxury

6. Riviera – Upper Mid-Market Value

7. Viva Cruises – Affordable Premium

8. A-ROSA – Casual Flexible River Cruising



USP: Most all-inclusive luxury river cruise line with boutique-hotel style ships.
Best For: Luxury clients wanting high-end service, premium drinks, 
gourmet dining and unique ship décor

Key Differentiators:
–Individually designed ships inspired by boutique hotels

–Highest level of inclusions including gratuities and premium spirits

–Strong culinary and wellness focus

–Smaller intimate ships with exceptional service

Uniworld Boutique River Cruises

Market Position: Ultra Luxury



USP: Truly all-inclusive luxury with butler service and premium excursions.
Best For: Clients wanting luxury with immersive touring.

Key Differentiators:
–Private butler service on most cabins

–Scenic Enrich exclusive experiences

–Premium drinks and gratuities included

–High-tech e-bikes and modern ships

Scenic Luxury Cruises

Market Position: Ultra Luxury



USP: Land-tour expertise combined with premium river cruising.
Best For: Experienced travellers wanting seamless touring and exclusivity.

Key Differentiators:
–Excellent guides and land experiences

–Smaller groups and premium excursions

–Strong solo traveller reputation

–Focus on enrichment and cultural depth

Tauck River Cruises

Market Position: Luxury



USP: Wellness, active excursions and exceptional dining.
Best For: Foodies, active travellers and repeat cruisers.

Key Differentiators:
–Multiple dining venues on many ships

–Strong wellness programme with fitness hosts

–Choice of active excursions

–Warm service and high repeat customer base

AmaWaterways

Market Position: Premium Luxury



•USP: Best-known river cruise brand with destination-focused cruising.
•Best For: First-time river cruisers and culturally curious travellers.

Key Differentiators:
–Scandinavian design and consistent fleet

–Included excursion in every port

–Strong educational and cultural focus

–Large fleet and broad itinerary choice

Viking River Cruises

Market Position: Premium



USP: Largest stateroom windows and relaxed modern atmosphere.
Best For: Clients wanting spacious cabins and flexibility.

Key Differentiators:
–Panorama Suites with wall-to-wall windows

–Bed faces the scenery

–Flexible excursion choices

–Relaxed and less formal atmosphere

Avalon Waterways

Market Position: Premium



•USP: Stylish contemporary ships offering luxury-inspired cruising at a more

accessible price point.
•Best For: Clients wanting a modern premium experience without ultra-luxury

pricing.

Key Differentiators:
–Modern minimalist ship design

–Excellent value for premium inclusions

–EmeraldACTIVE excursions included

–Indoor heated pool converting into cinema space on some ships

–Strong option for clients trading up from ocean cruising

Emerald Cruises

Market Position: Affordable Luxury
Premium



•USP: Excellent value with high-quality inclusions.
•Best For: Value-conscious clients wanting a premium feel.

Key Differentiators:
–Competitive pricing

–Strong escorted touring heritage

–Good quality dining and excursions

–Popular with UK and Irish market

Riviera Travel

Market Position: Upper Mid-Market



USP: Modern ships with strong value and drinks included.
Best For: Younger clients and affordable premium cruising.

Key Differentiators:
–Contemporary ships

–Good all-inclusive drinks packages

–Competitive pricing

–Growing European presence

Viva Cruises

Market Position: Mid-Market Premium



•USP: Relaxed German-style river cruising with flexibility.
•Best For: Families and casual travellers.

Key Differentiators:
–More relaxed atmosphere

–Family-friendly sailings

–Flexible dining times

–Spa and wellness emphasis

A-ROSA

Market Position: Casual Premium



Luxury → Uniworld or Scenic

Touring-focused mature → Tauck

Foodies and active travellers → AmaWaterways

First-time river cruisers → Viking

Modern cabin lovers → Avalon

Value-focused premium  → Riviera

Budget-conscious premium → Viva Cruises

Relaxed casual style → A-ROSA

How to Match the Right River Cruise



Uniworld → Ultra luxury boutique river cruising. Best for high-end clients wanting the most inclusive
experience, exceptional food, premium drinks, luxury décor and very personalised service.

Scenic → Ultra luxury all-inclusive cruising with butler service and exclusive experiences. Appeals to
luxury travellers who want premium touring and modern ships.

Tauck → Luxury river cruising with a heavy touring and cultural focus. Excellent for mature, well-
travelled clients who value guided experiences and enrichment.

AmaWaterways → Premium luxury with a strong focus on food, wellness and active excursions. Ideal
for foodies, active travellers and repeat cruisers.

Viking → Premium mainstream river cruising and one of the most recognised brands. Strong for first-
time river cruisers and culturally curious travellers.

Avalon Waterways → Premium relaxed cruising with very spacious cabins and panoramic windows.
Appeals to clients who prioritise comfort and scenery.

Emerald Cruises → Affordable luxury with stylish modern ships and strong inclusions. Fits between
premium and mid-market, ideal for clients wanting a luxury feel without top-tier pricing.

Riviera Travel → Upper mid-market value-focused cruising with a premium feel. Very popular with UK
and Irish travellers looking for quality at a good price.

Viva Cruises → Mid-market premium cruising with contemporary ships and competitive pricing. Good
for younger clients and value-conscious travellers.

A-ROSA → Casual flexible river cruising with a relaxed atmosphere. Best for families and clients who
dislike formal cruising styles.



for taking the time to look at our River Cruise Guide
We would love your feedback on other destinations and product you would like to see us feature.

THANK YOU
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